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The Call

On July 5, 2026, the people of Good Shepherd unexpectedly had a colonial era worship ser-
vice. That is to say that we had worship without electricity. No lights. No fans. Unlike the colonists,
worship was led by a woman and there were some who used flashlights from their phones to better
see the bulletin. Since there was no livestream, I am providing my sermon for the day. To God be the
glory! Rev. Kathleen J. Baker, pastor

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 — Lectionary 14
This week I pulled out a personal treasure. I have the bonnet that my mother made for four-

year-old me to wear in the Elderton Bicentennial Parade. How adorable I was with rings of curls un-
der such a pretty little bonnet! What did I know of what was happening in the world? I was walking
in a parade, surrounded by cheering and music, followed by a hometown homestyle picnic and good-
ies, water games, and surely sparklers and fireworks. My four-year-old self certainly had no idea that
times might have been rocky. I was mistaken.

1971 was the end of Vietnam. 1976 was just eight years removed from the assassinations of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Sen Robert F. Kennedy, brother of President John F. Kennedy
who had been assassinated less than five years before that. 1972 (actually 1974 as corrected by Rob
Wix) was when President Richard Nixon resigned. Fifty years ago, the ELCA didn’t even exist. And
I would not have been allowed to be ordained, maybe not even serve as an acolyte. Women weren’t
permitted for such things back then...little did I know...

Things are still rocky. Currently we are faced with movements that have married Christianity
with an embrace of hardline authoritarianism and glorification of violence, casting Jesus in the role of
a warrior. We have seen movements that have attempted to demonize empathy and love of neighbor,
recasting “neighbors” as only those who share the same ethnicity and cultural background.

But that’s not what Jesus said. Today Jesus offers rest for our souls. Jesus promises rest for all
“who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens.” It was a rocky time for Jesus, too. He was criti-
cized for his teachings and his associations with those on society’s margins. But Jesus in this gospel
reminds us that those whom the world considers wise and intelligent often miss God’s message of
grace. We are reminded that we look to find truth in those who, like infants, are deemed powerless
and foolish.

When I arrived in Harrisburg, back in the later 1900’s, changes were happening. The Roman
Catholic bishop closed and combined a bunch of parishes in Steelton, bringing cultures and languages
together under one roof. While visiting a member of Our Saviour Lutheran Church, who was at a
nursing home in Elizabethville near where Joel and I lived at the time in Klingerstown, Pastor John
Lamb coached me to tell the old woman that I was from the German Lutheran Church, which is what
Our Saviour had been when it was in midtown, before it moved to Susquehanna Twp. As people with
this kind of recent background, we have a responsibility to turn away from any distortion of Jesus’
teachings. Continued on page 8
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The Call

August
Birthdays

August 2 Michael Rose
August7  Eleanor Stonefeld
August 12 Jackie Love
August 16 Emerson Knight
August 17 Sheryl Watson
August 20 Karl Valley
August 25 Ruben Vazquez
August 26 Larry McCauley
August 27 Flo Valley

August 29 Andria Jacobs

POLICE - COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Swatara Township
National Night Out
Tuesday, August 4
6:00 p.m. until
8:30p.m.
Vanatta Park

The park is located behind the
7 Eleven on Derry Street in
Lawnton. Good Shepherd will
be participating. Stop by and
say hello!

Volunteers: Please wear
the newest Thrivent T-Shirt
(available for pick up in the
Gathering Room).

August 2026
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August Readings

Isaiah 44: 1-5; Matthew 7: 7-11; Psalm 145: 8-9, 14-21
Isaiah 55: 1-5; Psalm 145: 8-9, 14-21; Romans 9: 1-5;
Matthew 14: 13-21

Deuteronomy 8: 1-10; Romans 1: 8-15;

Psalm 78: 1-8, 17-29

Deuteronomy 26: 1-15; Acts 2: 37-47;

Psalm 78: 1-8, 17-29

Exodus 16: 2-15, 31-35; Matthew 15: 32-39;

Psalm 78: 1-8, 17-29

1 Kings 18: 1-16; Acts 17: 10-15; Psalm 85: 8-13

1 Kings 18: 17-19, 30-40; Acts 18: 24-28; Psalm 85: 8-13
1 Kings 18: 41-46; Matthew 16: 1-4; Psalm 85: 8-13

1 Kings 19: 9-18; Psalm 85: 8-13; Romans 10: 5-15;
Matthew 14: 22-33

Genesis 7: 11—8:5; 2 Peter 2: 4-10; Psalm 18: 1-19
Genesis 19: 1-29; Romans 9: 14-29; Psalm 18: 1-19
Job 36: 24-33, 37: 14-24; Matthew 8: 23-27;

Psalm 18: 1-19

Isaiah 45: 20-25; Revelation 15: 1-4; Psalm 67
Isaiah 63: 15-19; Acts 14: 19-28; Psalm 67

Isaiah 56: 1-5; Matthew 14: 34-36; Psalm 67

Isaiah 51: 1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12: 1-8;

Matthew 16: 13-20

2 Kings 5: 1-14; Acts 15: 1-21; Psalm 87

Isaiah 43: 8-13; Romans 11: 13-29; Psalm 87

Isaiah 66: 18-23; Matthew 8: 1-13; Psalm 87

Ezekiel 28: 11-19; 1 Corinthians 6: 1-11; Psalm 138
Ezekiel 31: 15-18; 2 Corinthians 10: 12-18; Psalm 138
Ezekiel 36: 33-38; Matthew 16: 5-12; Psalm 138
Isaiah 51: 1-6; Psalm 138; Romans 12: 1-8;

Matthew 16: 13-20

1 Samuel 7: 3-13; Romans 2: 1-11; Psalm 18: 1-3, 20-32
Deuteronomy 32: 18-20, 28-39; Romans 11: 33-36;
Psalm 18: 1-3, 20-32

Isaiah 28: 14-22; Matthew 26: 6-13;

Psalm 18: 1-3, 20-32

Jeremiah 14: 13-18; Ephesians 5: 1-6; Psalm 26: 1-8
Jeremiah 15:1-9; Psalm 26:1-8; 2Thessalonians 2:7-12
Jeremiah 15:10-14; Psalm 26:1-8; Matthew 8:14-17
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 12:9-21;
Matthew 16:21-28

2 Samuel 11:2-26; Psalm 17; Revelation 3:1-6
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INDEPENDENCE DECLARED AT GOOD SHEPHERD

A crowd of more than sixty people braved 9o-plus degree temperatures on the Fourth
of July to celebrate the 250t birthday of the United States of America at Good Shepherd. Fred
Sprunk, replete in colonial garb, read the Declaration of Independence from the front steps of
the church at noon. Dix McCauley, president of our church council and a proud veteran of the
U.S. Air Force, served as flag bearer for our Betsy Ross American Flag. The festivities included
patriotic music by the Keystone Concert Band and a closing blessing by Pastor Kathleen
Baker. A huge thank you to Good Shepherd’s U.S.A. Anniversary Committee and our Property
Committee, who provided decorations and gave guests some relief from the heat with cano-
pies and ice water. Those guests also received flag-themed bracelets and candy in U.S.A.
wrappers. A special thank you to Swatara Township (and Lt. David Milsteen of the township

police department, for providing permission and barriers to block off Rutherford Street in
front of the church for the safety of our visitors.
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WomEHELCA=E whatis w/eLCA?

What is W/ELCA? It’s an easy way to say Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.

Quite a mouthful, we know. Our organization includes Lutheran women who gather in more than
7,000 locations in the U.S. and the Caribbean, for service, study, advocacy, fellowship, and more!
W/ELCA embraces all kinds of ministries that support our mission of mobilizing women to act bold-
ly on their faith in Jesus Christ. There is a place for you in Women of the ELCA.

How does W/ELCA work?
There are three expressions of Women of the ELCA, each with its own constitution.

. Congregational, inter-congregational, and special units (about 7,000)
. Synodical Women’s Organization (in 64 of the ELCA’s 65 synods)
. Churchwide Women’s Organization

The congregational, inter-congregational and special units are the largest expression of the
organization and are the heart of the organization. This is where we grow the organization, inviting
women to experience the reconciling and transforming love of God through Jesus Christ,
encouraging women to act on their baptismal covenant.

The synodical women’s organizations (SWOs) establish a partnership with units in their
geographic areas and with the churchwide women’s organization. SWOs exist to support women in
congregations. Each SWO has a board whose members are elected at an annual or biennial
convention by voting members from units. Each SWO establishes clusters or conferences of units
within its geographic area.

Conferences and clusters are groupings of congregations within a synodical organization. While they
have no legislative responsibilities, conferences and clusters provide learning opportunities through
leadership development, community building, stewardship education, networks for communication
and opportunities for joint ministry and action with the guidance of the SWO.

The churchwide women’s organization (SWO is the entire organization.) Within the
churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA, the triennial convention is the highest legislative
authority; voting members to the convention are elected by synodical organizations. Between
conventions, the churchwide executive board (volunteers elected by the triennial convention)
conducts the business of the organization.

The churchwide executive board hires an executive director to oversee the operations of the CWO;
the executive director, in turn, hires staff to assist in that endeavor. The only paid staff is located
within the CWO. In all other expressions of the organization, volunteers carry out the organization’s
mission and purpose.

W/ELCA is the women’s ministry organization of the ELCA. It is separately incorporated and is not
an auxiliary of the church. It is financially independent and responsible for its own financial affairs.
Financial support comes from individual and group offerings and gifts.

—Lois Griffiths



Good Shepherd Turns to New Offering Envelope Supplier

After months of frustration over delayed and missed deliveries, the church
council has decided to change to a new supplier for our congregation’s offering
envelopes. The council, which discussed the matter again at its July meeting,
voted to direct council vice president Sue Bricker to terminate our contract with
Cathedral Printing of Rome, N.Y. and pursue a new contract with Lifeway of
Chester, W.V. Lifeway currently is used by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church of Lan-
caster, where Pastor Baker’s husband, the Rev. Dr. Joel Petruschke, is presiding
pastor. Lifeway has made a bid of $1,358.21 for the first year. The company will
deliver the regular weekly offering envelopes as well as any special envelopes
directly to our members every two months. Our budget with Cathedral for 2026
is $1,400. Because Cathedral already has sent out envelopes for August and at
least part of September, please use any other envelopes available to complete
that month. It was agreed to request that Lifeway begin its service with enve-
lopes for October and continue for the remainder of 2026 and continue in 2027.

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS:

A HUGE THAN YOU to everyone who helped make Family Promise Host Week a
success! The large family received a call on Wednesday evening that they were
approved for a home! They were so excited! When the father received the call,
he ran to his family and told them the good news! His face said it ALL! They will
be moving in on August 1. The smaller family has also seen an apartment, but is
waiting to hear if they will be approved for it. Both families are very excited
about the possibilities opening up for them. YOU volunteers helped make this
happen!!! Both families have nothing to begin this new chapter in their lives.
We will need 14 mattress storage bags but If you have items to donate, please
call the Day Center at 717.737.1100.

Our next Host Week will be the week of October 18 — 25. Mark your calendars
now! Updated information will be coming in the fall.



Workshop News

We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings in All Saints Hall and the St. Lydia room.
Everyone is welcome! Stop in to see what we do!

This month, donations have been made to Morningstar Pregnancy Services
(18 Quilts/1 Afghan and 1 baby Hat).

In-Gathering will be held on October 3 and 4. Join us to see our donations for
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) on display. Our donations typically were sent to
disaster areas throughout the world, but in recent years, many of the items are sent to
disaster sites in the U.S. as well as around the globe.

Here’s how YOU can help:

Monetary donations to help with the cost of shipping the needed items are
welcome! Look for blue envelopes in the Narthex and outside of the Chapel closer to
In-Gathering. Donations of needed items to put in the kits are also welcome!

Workshop continues to sew quilts, school bags, and pack personal care kits, and
sewing kits for In-Gathering in October. Just a reminder that school supplies often
go on sale in July and especially during late summer in preparation for students going
back to school and fabric and thread are currently on sale. Green tubs labeled
W/ELCA DONATIONS have been placed in the Breezeway and in the Narthex
(Nave and Chapel) to collect donations.

Items needed for School Bags include: 70 sheet spiral bound
notebooks (currently $.35 at Target and $.40 at Walmart and
Staples), crayons (16 or 24 count),

Items needed for Personal Care Kits include: towels (thin
527X 27” dark color preferred), and individually wrapped bars of
soap.

Items needed for Sewing Kits: fabric (60” — 2 1/4 yd.,

427-45” — 3 yd., 34-37” — 4 yd.) and match-
ing or neutral color thread 250 — 300 yds.

Thank you for your continued support!

—Georgia Rehm



Family Promise News
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Overnight hosts, meal preparers, and van drivers are ©

still needed. We’ve had no guests in the program for sev-

eral weeks, but the staff still received 134 calls in the

month of June. The staff provided referrals to other a

agencies for help and support. We now have 3 fami- o, S
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lies and 10 guests in the program. 5b0rg CaptP

FAMILY PROMISE BULLETIN BOARD
Located in the Breezeway!
Check it out
for new information, announcements, activities, and needs!
Call Georgia Rehm with any questions.

ADVENT IS COMING...AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Thinking about Advent when the thermometer outside is 90 degrees may seem a
bit odd, but it is time for the folks at Good Shepherd to be thinking about waiting
and watching for the birth of Jesus! Last year, our Advent devotional, composed
of entries from our members, was well-received as it provided a very personal
journey through the four weeks of preparation for the birth of Jesus. For that
reason, we are once again composing our own Advent devotional for 2026. Sign-
up sheets are located in the Narthex and outside the Chapel. If you want a spe-
cific date during Advent, place a star beside your name when you sign up. Other-
wise, put your name on any open date. A list of suggested Advent themes and
scriptures is also available for you to take to help as you put your thoughts into
writing. Because the compilation of this booklet is a time-consuming process, en-
tries for the Advent devotional should be submitted by August 9, 2026. If you
print a hard copy, please place it in Vicki Delp’s mailbox in the breezeway. You
may also email your devotional to the church. Ignore the temperature outside,
maybe listen to some music that helps you think about the anticipation and

hope that dominates the four weeks of Advent leading up to Christmas, and then
share your memories, insights, and messages that celebrate the coming of Jesus.



COMMUNITY MULTI-FAITH PICNIC
Meet and Greet Your Neighbors

Sunday, August 9, 2026—1:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.

40 and 8 Club Pavilion
5831 Chambers Hill Road
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17111

e All are invited—bring the family e Games —Horseshoes, Volley Ball,
¢ Pot Luck—please bring a dish to share Badminton, Cornhole
e Free—Fellowship—Fun e Bring a lawn chair

e Musicians welcome

Continued from page 1

In our gospel, we hear Jesus’ lament for this generation. Jesus offers to all who are hurting a
comfortable place of shared burdens and rest.

Yes — these are rocky times. But these are also times to celebrate. For while the times are
rocky, we have shown that as a people that we will endure. We will move forward towards healing
and reconciliation. We are a hopeful democracy, a country striving toward greater equality. The cel-
ebration is that we too are invited to be Americans, and we can resist cruelty, shame, and fear, instead
rooting ourselves in Jesus’ gospel of sacrifice, humility, service, love, justice, and truth.

After our public reading of the Declaration of Independence, I offered an abridged prayer

titled, Prayer for Our Nation, written by Sister Melannie Svoboda of the Sisters of Notre Dame
of the United States. 1 offer it to you now, in full:

“An anniversary calls us to consider not only who we have been, but who we are becoming...
and by God’s grace, who we are called to be.” — Archbishop of Baltimore William Lori.

God and gracious God, as we celebrate the 250" anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of independence, we offer You this prayer for our country, a country that is good, beautiful and be-
loved...and a country that is wounded, flawed and always in need of Your help.

We are grateful for the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence...that all people
are created equal...that they are endowed by You, our Creator, with certain unalienable rights...
among these rights are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

May we never take these rights for granted or forget the responsibilities these rights bestow up-
on all of us, especially the need for our vigilance and our participation to preserve these sacred rights
into the future. Continued on page 9




Continued from page 8.

We thank You, Creator God, for the countless natural gifts of this land we call home: for rivers
and lakes, mountains and valleys, forests and farmlands, oceans and grasslands and the wide diversity
of animal life these resources support and sustain.

Help us to remember this proverb from our Native American brothers and sisters: “We do not
inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children.”

May we continue to work untiringly for the preservation of our precious natural gifts for gener-
ations to come. We thank You for the people who were here long before most of our direct ancestors
set foot on this land. We are grateful for their rich spiritual traditions and their deep respect for “the
land.”

We ask forgiveness for the grave injustices these people endured, in some places, still endure,
from those of us who came much later to this land. We thank You for the wide diversity of peoples
who immigrated to this country throughout our 250 years and who continue to come today.

They came here fleeing religious persecution, wars, famine and violence of all kinds. They
came here seeking a better life for themselves and their families. Sadly, we remember those who
were brought here in shackles, enduring brutal and inhumane conditions. We ask forgiveness for
what some have called our country’s “national original sin,” this sin of slavery.

We ask Your help to continue to remove barriers that prevent some of us from enjoying the
rights our Constitution assures for all of us. May we as a nation incarnate more that word “United” in
the official name of our country, the United States of America.

We thank you for the unique gift of our republic, our democracy, whereby the leaders of gov-
ernment derive their just powers from the consent of the governed. We are justly proud of all those
leaders throughout our history who served our country with personal integrity, courage, wisdom, jus-
tice, compassion and with a cooperative spirit. We ask for these same qualities in those who serve us
in leadership today.

We thank you for the so-called “common man,” that is, for the countless ordinary men and
women throughout our history who displayed qualities we like to say define “the American spirit,”
qualities such as diligence, resilience, courage, hopefulness, generosity and care and concern for one
another. May we who follow them in time, follow them in spirit by continuing the hard work of in-
suring the rights of all.

We pray also for all other nations today. May we always remember that our nation is part of a
world community, a global community. We are grateful for the ways our country in the past has
worked hand-in-hand with other countries to preserve peace, to build beneficial partnerships, to care
for our common planet and to provide aid to those nations plagued by poverty, illness, food shortages
and violence. May we continue our tradition of reaching out and sharing our wealth with our global
community.

And finally, God, we pray that we may become the nation we pledge our allegiance to: “The
United States of America: one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” Amen.

10




SAVE THE DATE! Our annual Community Day is
scheduled to take place on September 12, from
8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. The event will feature a
yard sale, soup sale, and bake sale. Entertainment will
be provided by the Keystone Concert Band with a perfor-
| mance taking place at 10:00 a.m. Donations for the yard
| sale may be placed on the tables in All Saints Hall. We
'\ will be accepting clothing items that are in good and
“ clean condition—all donations of clothing, and
shoes, should be placed in the Choir Room. Fur-
niture items will also be accepted. We ask that any electronic items be in good working
condition and inspected by a member of the Evangelism Committee prior to being
placed in ASH. Televisions and books will not be accepted. Please contact Fred
Sprunk with questions. If you are interested in helping, please fill out the form on the
back page of the newsletter and return it to the church office. Volunteers: Please
wear the newest Thrivent T-Shirt (available for pick up in the Gathering Room). —Fred
Sprunk

COMMUNITY
DAY

WOI'Shlp SpOHSOI’ShlpS A central calendar

Flowers $25 Bulletins $30 Lamps $10 is also posted in the

August 2 E. Hafer E. Hafer Narthex of the

- Nave . Sign your

August 9 Bricker D. McCauley name to that

calendar as well

August 16 Wendt and turn in the
August 23 D. McCauley D. McCauley D. McCauley f or;‘n/etg ;Zecﬁgj iie(;
August 31 double dedications.
___________________________________________________ n

| a |
! Sponsorship Form !
: Please return this slip with your contribution to the church office. Dedications are :
: printed in the bulletin each week. For Sunday, 2026 :
| |
: Flowers $25 Bulletins $30 Sanctuary Lamps $10 :
| |
: To the Glory of God In Memory Of In Honor Of In Celebration Of :
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
: Submitted by: :
| |
: Amount: Deadline: Wednesday a.m. prior to the upcoming Sunday :
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(Wilhelm Rd. Patio)
10 a.m. W& S
(Chapel)

FOOD PANTRY 3

SUNDAY
8:30am. W&S
(Nave /YouTube)
9:30am. 6:30 p.m.
Summer Fellowship Cub Scout
(Wilhelm Rd. Patio)
10 a.m. W & S (Nave) Pack 42 (ASH)
(Chapel)
9 8:30am. 10 6:30 pm
(NaveVngésTube) Pa%ﬂb nggﬁ)
9:30 a.m. 4
Summer Fellowship .
(Wilhelm Rd. Patio) 6:30 pn.
.m W&S .
10 (aCIlrllapel) (Gathering Room)
16 ggpr. carr |17
DEADLINE 6:30 p.m.
8:30am. W&S Cub Scout
(Nave /YouTube) Pack 42 (ASH)
9:30 a.m.
Summer Fellowship
(Wilhelm Rd. Patio)
10am. W &S
(Chapel)
23 8:30am. W &S 24 .
(Nave /YouTube) 6:30 p.m.
I(E gkf:f)gl\; &S Cub Scout
9:30 a.m. Pack 42 (ASH)
Summer Fellowship
(Wilhelm Rd. Patio)
6:30 p.m.
Living Room Dialogue
(Gathering Room)
30 31
8:30 a.m.
W&S .
(Nave /YouTube) 8-?%081).111;[
9:30 a.m. ub scou

Summer Fellowship Pack 42 (ASH)

4  g:30am.
Workshop
(St. Lydia/ASH)

6 p.m.
Nat’l Night Out
Vanatta Park

1 9:30 a.m.

Workshop
(St. Lydia/ASH)

11a.m.
Prayer Shawl
Ministry
(ASH)

9:30 a.m.
Workshop
(St. Lydia/ASH)

25 ¢:30am.
Workshop
(St. Lydia/ASH)

S 9:30 a.m. o
Morning Prayer
(Chapel)
7 p-m.
Keystone
Concert Band
(ASH)
Stewardship

12 13
9:30 a.m.
W&S (Chapel)
7 p.m.
Keystone
Concert Band
(ASH)
Worship/music 1
pm
19 9:30 a.m. 20
W&S
(Chapel)
10:45 a.m.
Mission & Ministry
(Gathering Room)
7 p.m.
Keystone Concert
Band (ASH)

26 9:30 a.m. 27
W&S
(Chapel)
1p.m.
Keystone Concert
Band (ASH)

14

21

28

5 p.m.
W & S (Chapel)

5 p.m.
W & S (Chapel)

15

5 p.m.
W & S (Chapel)

22

5 p.m.
W & S (Chapel)

29
5 p.m.
W & S (Chapel)

aidasdis,




Community Day
September 12, 2026
Volunteer Form

Please complete and return to the church office.
Questions? Contact Fred Sprunk.

m I will help set up for Community Day on
Sunday, September 6 at 10:00 a.m.
(additional dates will be needed if necessary.)

o I will donate an item for the Bake Sale What?

O I will help September 12:
o wherever needed
o specified area Where?

I Name

Phone Email

: COMMUNITY A
DAY !

Please bring all baked items in disposable containers, dishes, or wraps to accommodate people
who would like to purchase an entire pie or cake.

o I will help cleanup after Community Day

The Dauphin County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans has approved a grant for Community Day.

Our Purpose
To be the eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voice of
Jesus.

Guiding Principles
When you see us at our best, you will see us in
worship and living our faith by being:

welcoming/accepting
generous and giving
supportive and caring
active/involved
joyful

spiritual /faithful

Adopted by the Congregation Council of
Good Shepherd on October 11, 2020

90:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Monday through Thursday

Phone: 717-564-0385

email: goodshepherdpaxtang@gmail.com
website: www.goodshepherdpaxtang.com

Holy Eucharist

5:00 p.m. Saturday (Chapel)
8:30 a.m. Sunday (Nave)
10:00 a.m. Sunday (Chapel)
9:30 a.m. Wednesday (Chapel)
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