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Evening Hymn 
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 Evening Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are you, Creator of the universe — from old you have led your  
 people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make our  

 darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the light of our  
  pathways, and you are the light and life of all creation. 
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Psalmody, Readings and Canticles                                                                   Psalm 141 
All may sing with either group. 
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P May our prayers come before you, O God, as incense, and may your  
 presence surround and fill us, so that in union with all creation, we might 
 sing your praise and your love in our lives 
C Amen. 
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Hymn                                                                                                                       ACS 1033 
Nothing Can Trouble                                                                                         NADA TE TURBE 

Repeat many times. 
Lit candles are prayed over in memory of loved ones.  
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Prayer 
P  O God, majestic and mysterious: Morning and evening, summer and winter, 

 each beginning and every ending is within your great design.  Be present in 
 our joys and in our sorrows; make us to marvel at your wisdom and to trust 
 your loving care for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Emmanuel.  

C  Amen. 
 
Hymn                                                                                                                           ELW 253 
He Came Down                                                                                                   HE CAME DOWN 
The assembly stands on the last verse for the reading of the Gospel. 
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Reading                                                                                                               Matthew 1: 18-23 
P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,  the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be                    
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and                                
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when 
he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”  
 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

The assembly may be seated.  
 
 
 

Homily 
In year A, when we hear the Gospel according to Matthew, the Advent and Christmas                   
readings offer no angelic visitation to Mary, no tender manger scenes, no shepherds 
watching their flocks by night. Instead, the gospel begins with a recitation of family                  
connections—through the paternal line!—and a stark retelling of events from Joseph’s 
perspective. What might women contribute to understanding the birth of Jesus as told by 
Matthew? How might deeper contemplation of Mary and Joseph draw us nearer to the 
people around us? 
 
In his Christmas sermons, Luther encouraged his congregation to care for the Christ child 
in their midst. If we could imagine traveling back in time to offer support to Mary, what 
would we say? How can we offer that kind of unconditional love and care to one another 
and our neighbors facing unexpected difficulties? Each Advent, we  consider anew how to 
welcome God incarnate. These midweek services are intended to offer possibilities for                   
relationship-building within the congregation, and between the congregation and the 
community. 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
P  The Light shines in the darkness. 
C  and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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The Annunciation                                                                        Luke 1:26-28, 30-32, 38 
P  An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name 

 was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with 
 you. You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the Chosen One of 
 God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I live to do 
 your will.” 

The Magnificat                                                                                                 Luke 1:46-55 
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Litany and Prayers 
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P  Great and merciful God, Source and Ground of all goodness and life, give to 

 your people the peace that passes all understanding, and the will to live 
 your Gospel of mercy and justice, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 
P  God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray 
C      Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
         Give us this day our daily bread; 
         and forgive us our trespasses, 

       as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 

         and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 

         For thine is the kingdom, 
       and the power, and the glory, 
       forever and ever.  Amen. 
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  Final Blessing 
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Material from the following sources is acknowledged; Graphics, Psalm Refrain, Psalm Tone, Psalm, Psalm Prayer,                    
Gospel Reading from SundayandSeasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg  Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS000731.                       
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  
 
Music from the following sources are acknowledged:  Holden Evening Prayer: Processional, Evening Hymn/Joyous 
Light, Evening Thanksgiving, Psalm 141, Annunciation and The Magnificat, Litany and Prayers, and Final Blessing—
Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.                      
Nothing Can Trouble—Text and music © 1986, 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.,                            
giamusic.com. All rights reserved.   He Came Down—arr. © 1986 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 
S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission                               
Reprinted by permission under  OneLicense #A-701016. 

Serving God’s People at the Liturgies 

 

The Church Office is open 
Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

Phone: (717) 564-0385 
Email: goodshepherdpaxtang@gmail.com 

Web Site: www.goodshepherdpaxtang.com 
 

Pastor Baker may be reached at home at (717) 213-9443 
and by email at goodshepherdpastor@gmail.com 

Preaching and Presiding                             The Rev. Kathleen J. Baker, STM 

        
Pianist               Nicholas P. Werner 

The Parish Staff 

Kathleen J. Baker, stm, Pastor 
Nicholas P. Werner, Director of Music  
Beth C. Fine, Church Administrator 
       

Kester T. Sobers III, Pastor Emeritus 
Herbert O. Fowler, Cantor Emeritus 
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