
 
Dear members of the Body of Christ,  
 
"We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are en-

dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness…” United States Declaration of Independence (Dunlap Broadside) Joel and I 
spent three weeks of continuing education at Chautauqua, NY. One of the weeks was dedicated to the 
theme, “America at 250: In Partnership with The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.” We experi-
enced interpreters who brought demonstrations of Colonial Era trades, expert speakers on the Amer-
ican Revolution, and even Williamsburg’s Fife and Drum Corp.  

 
Of the speakers, we heard two separate conversations by noted documentarian Ken Burns and 

CEO emeritus of the National Constitution Center, Jeffrey Rosen. There were many points made 
during the conversations, too many to itemize. One point, however, continues to take space in my 
heart and on my mind.  

 
When we discuss the unalienable rights, we all understand what life is. We all understand 

what liberty is. Yet it is the pursuit of happiness that can trouble us. Whose happiness is being dis-
cussed? What is happiness to me, might not be happiness to you.  

Ken and Jeffrey took the time to frame the conversation in reference to philosophical history.  
 
The pursuit of happiness is not about “feeling” good, but it’s about “being” good. (read that 

sentence again) 
 
Our pursuit of happiness is about learning and growing as good people.  
 
Of course, as Christians, we lift up the Greatest Commandments that Jesus gives to us. “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind…You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22: 37-39)  

 
Our pursuit of happiness is striving every day of our lives to love God and to love each other. 

When we do that, we are working together to worship God and to live in love towards our neighbors. 
And the word pursuit makes it clear that this is a process that is never finished. We should always be 
pursuing this learning and this love of God through Jesus Christ.  

 
Bless you all as we mark this 250th anniversary and as you pursue happiness. 
 

 
Peace, and many blessings, 

 
The Rev. Kathleen J. Baker, STM 

Pastor                                                   
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From Our Treasurer:   
September 
Financials 

2026 

JULY YTD 

15, 849  160,681  

21,084  144,796  

(5,234)  15,885  

BALANCES 

General Fund                        47,819 

Exchange (Restricted)             37,160 

Memorial               22,431          

Mission Investment Fund CD   33,648  

Investments                       443,276 

 

Giving 

Spending 

Surplus/(Deficit) 

     COMMUNITY DAY SORTING & PREP 
September 6 at 10 a.m. 

 
BAKED GOODS NEEDED! 

Drop off—September 11 from 10 a.m. until noon 
and 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. 

Wilhelm Road side of Breezeway 
 

COMMUNITY DAY AT  GOOD SHEPHERD 
Saturday, September 12 

8 a.m. until Noon 
 

10 a.m. Keystone Concert Band Performance 
Questions?  Contact Fred Sprunk 

Parish Staff: 
Kathleen J. Baker, stm, Pastor 
Nicholas P. Werner,  Music Director 
Carol J.  Thai, Church Administrator 
Kester T. Sobers III, Pastor Emeritus 
Herbert O. Fowler, Cantor Emeritus 
 
Church Officers: 
Dixie McCauley,  President 
Sue Bricker, Vice President 
Don Lausch, Treasurer 
Fred Sprunk, Secretary 
 
Congregational Council Members: 
Bill Baum, Greg Borzok, Karen Borzok, Sue Bricker, Vicki 
Delp, Don Lausch, Dix McCauley, Robert Roller, Fred 
Sprunk, and Ann Vazquez 
 
The Call is a monthly publication of  
The Evangelical Lutheran Church  
of the Good Shepherd 
3700 Rutherford Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
717-564-0385 
goodshepherdpaxtang@gmail.com  
Pastor:  The Reverend Kathleen J. Baker, stm 
 
The editor reserves the right to edit for brevity and clarity.  
Unless otherwise publicized, the deadline for submissions 
is the third Sunday of the month. 
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September Readings 
 
 
9/1   Psalm 17, 2 Samuel 11: 27b-12: 15, Revelation 3: 7-13 
9/2    Psalm 17, Jeremiah 17: 5-18, Matthew 12: 22-32  
9/3    Psalm 119: 33-40, Ezekiel 24: 1-14, 2 Corinthians 12: 11-     
             21 
9/4    Psalm 119: 33-40, Ezekiel 24: 15-27, Romans 10: 15b-21 
   
9/5    Psalm 119: 33-40, Ezekiel 33: 1-6, Matthew 23: 29-36   
9/6    Ezekiel 33: 7-11, Psalm 119: 33-40, Romans 13: 8-14   
9/7     Psalm 119: 65-72, Leviticus 4: 27-31, 5: 14-16, 1 Peter 2: 
             11-17   
9/8   Psalm 119: 65-72, Deuteronomy 17: 2-13, Romans 13: 1- 
             7   
9/9    Psalm 119: 65-72, Leviticus 16: 1-5, 20-28, Matthew 21: 
             18-22  
9/10 Psalm 103: 1-7, 8-13, Genesis 37: 12-36, 1 John 13: 11-16
   
9/11 Psalm 103: 1-7, 8-13, Genesis 41: 53, 42:17, Acts 7 9-16  
9/12 Psalm 103: 1-7, 8-13, Genesis 45: 1-20, Matthew 6: 7-15  
9/13 Genesis 50: 15-21, Psalm 103: 1-7, 8-13, Romans 14: 1- 
             12, Matthew 18: 21-35  
9/14 Psalm 133, Genesis 48: 8-22, Hebrews 11: 23-29  
9/15 Psalm 133, Genesis 49: 29, 50:14, Romans 14: 13,15:2  
9/16 Psalm 133, Genesis 50: 22-26, Mark 11: 20-25 
9/17 Psalm 145: 1-8, Nahum 1:1, 14-2:2, 2 Corinthians 13: 5- 
             10  
9/18 Psalm 145: 1-8, Nahum 2: 3-13, 2 Corinthians 13: 5-10  
   
9/19 Psalm 145: 1-8, Zephaniah 2: 13-15, Matthew 19: 23-30 
9/20 Jonah 3: 10, 4:11, Psalm 145: 1-8, Philippians 1: 21-30  
9/21 Psalm 106: 1-12, Genesis 27: 1-29, Romans 16: 1-16 
9/22 Psalm 106: 1-12, Genesis 28: 10-17, Romans 16: 17-20  
9/23 Psalm 106: 1-12, Isaiah 41: 1-13, Matthew 18: 1-5    
9/24 Psalm 25: 1-9, Ezekiel 12: 17-28, James 4: 11-16   
9/25 Psalm 25: 1-9, Ezekiel 18: 5-18, Acts 13: 32-41   
9/26 Psalm 25: 1-9, Ezekiel 18: 19-24, Mark 11: 27-33 
9/27 Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32, Psalm 25: 1-9, Philippians 2: 1-13,  
             Matthew 21: 23-32 
9/28 Psalm 28, Judges 14: 1-20, Philippians 1: 3-14   
9/29 Psalm 28, Judges 16: 1-22, Philippians 1: 15-21    
9/30  Psalm 28, Judges 16: 23-31, Matthew 9: 2-8  

 

                              

                    
              September 1    

Jody Coleman  
 

       September 8     
Diane Knight 

 
      September 11     

Greg Borzok, Sandra Davis,  
and Darlene Schlegel 

 
September 12    

Kirk Barbour 
 

September 17  
Torri Cordner 

 
September 20   
Emily Bricker and 

Susan Girolami-Kramer   
 

September 21    
Edna Hafer 

 
September 22    

Alan Rehm 
 

September 28    
Russell Corbett 

 
September 30    

Mark Erney , Jacqueline Frye,   
and Mark Stradley 
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Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8  
“For everything there is a season, a time for 
every activity under heaven. 
A time to be born and a time to die. 
 A time to plant and a time to harvest. 
A time to kill and a time to heal.  
 A time to tear down and a time to build up. A 
time to cry and a time to laugh. 
 A time to grieve and a time to dance. 
A time to scatter stones and a time to gather 
stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn 
away. A time to search and a time to quit 
searching. A time to keep and a time to throw 
away. A time to tear and a time to mend. A 
time to be quiet and a time to speak. A time 
to love and a time to hate. A time for war and 
a time for peace.” “Here in this place - gather 
us in ( WOV, 718-719 ).Women of Good Shep-
herd are invited to join us as we begin anoth-
er year. We meet every second Monday at 
9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Room. All are wel-
come to join us as we “Let talents and 
tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of 
joy …teaching people to live to bless, love in 
word in deed express.” ( WOV, p. 754 ). 
 
Our triennial theme for 2026-2029 is “I Am 
Worthy”. It’s based on Psalm 139:14 “I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made.” Online it 
states, “a reminder of God’s promise to be 
with us in times of  devastation and division.”  
 
By repeating the phrase “I am worthy,” we can 
recognize the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in 
our lives. This practice of self-affirmation 
opens up opportunities for healing and resto-
ration within ourselves, our church, society 
and the world. Whenever we declare, “I Am 
worthy,”  we align  ourselves with God’s 
promises. There is great power in our re-
solve.”  
 
Dix McCauley will be our leader for the first 
session of our Bible study. It is written by The 
Reverend Sara Olson Smith.  
 
There are 3 parts to this Gather magazine Bi-
ble study: 

SESSION ONE: I AM CREATED 
IN GOD’S IMAGE (no matter 
what anyone else says.) 
Scripture invites all people, 
regardless of gender, to free-
dom, community, and voca-
tion. 
 
SESSION TWO: I AM MORE THAN ONE THING: 
Just like us, the women in scripture have mul-
tiple identities, roles and responsibilities that 
shape their faithful living.  
 
SESSION THREE: I AM BECAUSE YOU ARE: In 
scripture, we learn how no one can flourish 
unless everyone does, for our lives are bound 
up with one another.  
 
“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS,” you’re invited 
to join WELCA September 14,October 12, No-
vember 9  for faith, fellowship and, food. We 
meet in the Gathering Room at 9:30 a.m. ”  
 
-   Lois G. 

  What is W/ELCA?   
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Family Promise Update 
  
The 2 families, 10 people, that we hosted in July have 
found homes! They are absolutely thrilled 
to be moving on with their lives!! 
Family Promise is very pleased with the response of 
supporters who stepped up and supplied 
both families with almost everything they needed for 
their new homes since they had nothing 
of their own to start over! 

A single mom and her 8 month old will be entering the program in the 
middle of August and possibly another family, as well. 
-- 
We are preparing for our next Host Week from October 18-25. Contact 
Georgia if you might be able to help with a meal, sleep overnight at the 
church, or drive the van between the church 
and the Day Center. 
 
—Georgia Rehm 
 

COMMUNITY DAY IS COMING FAST: Our annual church-wide 
Community Day, set for Saturday, Sept. 12, from 8 a.m. to noon, is almost 
here. There will be hot dogs, soups, baked goods, milk shakes as well as a 
multi-level yard sale. Also, the Keystone Concert Band will hold a concert 
at 10 a.m. Please note all profits are passed along to community organiza-
tions. Last year we raised $3,260. Volunteers are still being sought to lend 
a hand and/or provide items for our various sales. Please use the included 
sheet to sign up. Clothing, shoes and jewelry should be taken to the choir 
room off the breezeway. Other items should be brought to the electrical 
room by the kitchen entrance in All Saints Hall. All electronic items should 
be in good working order and inspected by a member of the Evangelism 
Committee. Remember: No televisions, books or CDs will be accepted this 
year. There will be a special set-up day on Sunday, Sept. 6, after worship 
services (beginning at 9:45 a.m.) Baked goods will be collected in the 
breezeway on Friday, Sept. 11, from 10 a.m. to noon, additionally from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m., please come through the Wilhelm door,  unless other  
arrangements are made with Karen Frischkorn or Fred Sprunk. 
Please contact Fred Sprunk with any other questions. 
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The members of Evangelism Com-

mittee had a great time at National 

Night Out on 8/4/26 giving out prizes, 

drinks, snacks, and Thrivent t-shirts to 

all who stopped by Good Shepherd’s 

table! 

You are invited to celebrate with our sister congregation, Holy Trinity 

Lutheran (206 Cocoa Ave., Hershey) as they install their newly called 

pastor, The Rev. Susan Scott (you might remember her as Susan Erik-

son) on Sunday, October 4 at 2 p.m. 

PEACE DAY—SEPTEMBER 3 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE: In celebration of the end of the Revolu-
tionary War with the signing of the Treaty of Paris of 1783, Good Shepherd 
will host a Day of Prayer on Thursday, Sept. 3. The St. Mary’s Chapel will 
be open from 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. that day for anyone wishing to meditate 
and offer silent prayers for peace throughout our community, our nation 
and the world. In addition, Pastor Baker will lead spoken prayer services at 
9 a.m., noon and 3 p.m. The Treaty of Paris, which was signed on Sept. 3, 
1783, officially ended hostilities between the United States and Great Brit-
ain in the Revolutionary War. In the treaty, Great Britain acknowledged 
the United States as a free and independent nation. The treaty also set the 
U.S. borders from Canada in the north, to Florida in the south, and from 
the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River. Visitors wishing to share in 
conversation on this historical moment as part of our nation’s 250th anni-
versary are welcome to visit the St. Stephen Room by the parking lot en-
trance. 
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 Workshop News  
We have been busy this summer packing your donations for the kits that we prepare 
for In-Gathering on October 4. Make sure to stop by the Nave that Sunday to see what 
is being donated to Lutheran World Relief. Items still needed are pens, notebooks and 
large erasers for the School Kits and thin bath size, dark color towels as well as indi-
vidually wrapped bars of soap for the Personal Care Kits.  ALL DONATIONS MAY BE 
PLACED IN THE GREEN TUBS WHICH HAVE BEEN PLACED IN THE NARTHEX 
TO THE NAVE AND THE CHAPEL AS WELL AS IN THE BREEZEWAY. THANK 
YOU FOR ALL YOU HAVE PROVIDED THUS FAR!  
 
IMPORTANT: WORKSHOP AND PRAYER SHAWL WILL NOT MEET ON TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 8 BECAUSE SETUP FOR COMMUNITY DAY WILL BEGIN ON SUN-
DAY, SEPTEMBER 6 AND ASH WILL BE UNAVAILABLE FOR OUR USE. 
 
Here’s how YOU can help with In-Gathering:   
 
• Come and join us on a Tuesday morning and help us pack! 
               
• Monetary donations  to help with the cost of shipping the needed items are                       

welcome!  Look for blue envelopes in the Narthex and outside of the Chapel closer 
to In-Gathering.    

 
• Donations of needed items to put in the kits are also welcome! 
Items needed for School Bags include: 70 sheet spiral bound 
notebooks (currently $.35 at Target and $.40 at Walmart and 
Staples), rulers with inches and centimeters, pencil sharpeners, 
black or blue ball point pens, Crayons (16 or 24 count), 2.5” erasers, 
and unsharpened pencils 
 

   Items needed for Personal Care Kits include: 
   nail clippers, towels (thin  52”X 27” dark color  
   preferred), large tooth combs (not picks),   
   Toothbrushes, and individually wrapped bars of soap 

 
 
Items needed for Sewing Kits: fabric (60” – 2 1/4 yd.,                    
42”-45” – 3 yd.,  34-37” – 4 yd.)  and matching or neutral color thread 
250 – 300 yds. 
 

Please contact Georgia Rehm with any questions. 

 

                                                                                                                                

—Georgia Rehm 
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                                             SEPTEMBER SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

9/6 -               8:30 a.m. Nave 

                        10:00 a.m. Chapel 

 

9/13 -             8:30 a.m. Nave 

                        9:30 a.m. Welcome Back Breakfast  
    (ASH) 

                        11:00 a.m. Nave 

 

9/20 -            8:30 a.m. Nave 

                        9:45 a.m. Adult Faith Formation   
    (Gathering Room) 

                       11:00 a.m. Nave 

 

9/27 -            8:30 a.m. Nave 

                       9:45 a.m. Adult Faith Formation   
    (Gathering Room) 

                       11:00 a.m. Nave 
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  Flowers $25 Bulletins $30 Lamps $10 

         September 6 Frischkorn  Beard  McCauley 

         September 13       Duvall   Sprunk  Azzalina 

        September 20       Stewart Bricker    

        September 27     Bricker Sprunk  

       Sponsorship Form  
Please return this slip with your contribution to the church office. Dedications are  

printed in the bulletin each week. For Sunday, _______________ 2026 

 

____Flowers $25 ____Bulletins $30      ____Sanctuary Lamps $10 
 

 

_____ To the Glory of God _______  In Memory Of  _______ In Honor Of   ________In Celebration Of 

 

   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Submitted  by:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Amount:____________________     Deadline: Wednesday a.m. prior to the upcoming Sunday 
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Worship Sponsorships 
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September 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2  3 
7 am  - 5 pm 
Prayers for 
Peace (chapel) 

4 5 

      

6      7      8 

 

9 10 

    

11 
Drop Off  
Baked goods 10 
a.m.—noon  
and 2pm—4pm  
(Wilhelm En-
trance) 

12 8 a.m.-noon 
Community 
Day 
 

5 p.m.  
W & S (Chapel) 
 

13 
 

14 15 16 
 

17 18 19 

       

20 21 22 23 24 

   

    

25 26 

      

27 
 

28 
   

 29  30          

    

 

     

 9:30 a.m.  
W&S (Chapel) 

  
7:00 p.m. 
Keystone  

Concert Band 
(ASH) 

 

9:30a.m.  
Workshop  

(St. Lydia/ASH) 
 

5 p.m.  
W & S  

(Chapel) 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Cub Scout  

Pack 42 (ASH) 

  9:30 a.m.  
W&S (Chapel) 

11:00 a.m.  
Finance 

7:00 p.m. 
Keystone  

Concert Band 
(ASH) 

 
 9:30 a.m.  

W&S (Chapel) 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Keystone  

 9:30 a.m.  
W&S (Chapel) 

 
7:00 p.m. 
Keystone  

Concert Band 
(ASH) 

LABOR DAY 
Office closed 

 
 

5 p.m. W & S  
(Chapel) 

Bhutanese 
Deaf Celebra-

tion 
8 AM-4PM 

5 p.m.  
W & S  

(Chapel) 
 

    
 

9:30 a.m.  
Workshop 

 (St. Lydia/ASH) 

   FOOD PANTRY  
SUNDAY 

8:30 a.m. W & S 
(Nave /YouTube)  

9:30 a.m. 
 Summer  Fellowship                   
(Wilhelm Rd. Patio) 

10 a.m. W & S (Chapel) 
  1 0a.m. Community Day     
             Sorting & Prep 

   9:30 a.m.  
Workshop 
 (St. Lydia/

ASH) 

6:30 p.m. 

Cub Scout  

Pack 42 (ASH) 

          
 

8:30 a.m. W & S 
(Nave /YouTube)  

9:30 a.m. 
     111a.m. W & S  

(Nave) 
Welcome Back Break 

 

       8:30 a.m. W & S 
(Nave /YouTube)  

9:45 a.m. 
Adult Faith Formation 

(Gathering Rm.) 
11 a.m. W & S  (Nave) 

 
 

6:30 p.m. 

Cub Scout  

Pack 42 (ASH) 
 

Congregation 
Council 

(Gathering Room ) 

Call Deadline        
8:30 a.m. W & S 
(Nave /YouTube)  

9:45 a.m. 
Adult Faith For-

mation (Gathering 
Rm.) 

11 a.m. W & S  
(Nave) 

9:30a.m.  
Workshop  

(St. Lydia/ASH) 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Pet Blessing  

Sunday, October 11 
2:00 p.m. 

Good Shepherd Rose Garden 

Our Purpose 
To be the eyes, ears, hands, feet, and voice of 
Jesus.  
 

Guiding Principles 

When you see us at our best, you will see us 
in worship and living our faith by being:   

welcoming/accepting 

generous and giving 

supportive and caring 

active/involved 

joyful 

spiritual/faithful 

 

Adopted by the Congregation Council of  
Good Shepherd on October 11, 2020 

 

Church Office 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday 
Phone : 717-564-0385 
email:  
goodshepherdpaxtang@gmail.com 
Website: 
www.goodshepherdpaxtang.com 
 
Sunday Holy Eucharist  
5:00 p.m. Saturday (Chapel) 
8:30 a.m. Sunday (Nave) 
10:00 a.m. Sunday 9/6 (Chapel) 
9:30 a.m. Wednesday (Chapel) 

 
You are  invited to join in this opportunity 
to have your special animal (or animals) 
blessed, with Pastor Baker presiding.  


